
1

How the Australian Journal of Taxonomy 
can be your friend: 

a new publishing model to document Australia’s biodiversity

Mark Harvey
Editor-in-Chief



I acknowledge the Wadjuk-Noongar people, 
the Traditional Owners of the land on which I 

work and live.

I pay my respects to their Elders, past and 
present.



“A decadal plan for taxonomy and 
biosystematics in Australia and New Zealand 
2018–2027”

Taxonomy Australia Mission: 

• advocate and support the taxonomic 
documentation of Australia's rich biodiversity

• help find ways to accelerate the naming of all 
remaining species of plants, animals, fungi and 
other organisms

https://www.science.org.au/files/userfiles/support/reports-and-
plans/2018/taxonomy-decadal-plan-lo-res-v200618.pdf
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Megadiverse country:

• 192,000 named species

• 420,000 un-named species

The current rate of documentation is too 
slow
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Megadiverse taxa
Insects (33%) Fungi (24%)

Nematodes (3%)

Protists (3%) Arachnids (19%)
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A journal dedicated to the taxonomy of Australian organisms

Community journal, managed by Taxonomy Australia for and on behalf of 
the Australian taxonomic community

Launched May 2022

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/home 

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/home
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Freely available

High-quality taxonomy

Straightforward publications

Without excessively burdensome requirements on authors, reviewers or 
readers

‘Diamond open access' publication: 

 no charges for either authors or readers

Papers published in pdf format, available from 

 Taxonomy Australia website 

 Biodiversity Heritage Library

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/about

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/about


Editor-in-Chief:

• Mark Harvey (Western Australian Museum)

Associate Editors:

• Erinn Fagan-Jeffries (University of Adelaide)

• Mark Harvey (Western Australian Museum)

• Lisa Kirkendale (Western Australian Museum)

• Tom May (Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria)

• Kevin Thiele (Australian National University)

• Kenny Travouillon (Western Australian Museum)

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/editors
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Regular meetings

Annual workshops

Report to Taxonomy Australia

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/editors


Vascular Plants:

• Tim Hammer (Vascular Plants)

• Kevin Thiele (Vascular Plants)

Fungi:

• Tom May (Fungi)

Vertebrates:

• Jane Melville (Reptiles)

• Kenny Travouillon (Fossils, Mammals)

• Stephen Zozaya (Reptiles)
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Invertebrates:

• Erinn Fagan-Jeffries (Hymenoptera)

• Volker Framenau (Arachnids)

• Nicole Gunter (Insects)

• Mark Harvey (Terrestrial Invertebrates)

• Lisa Kirkendale (Mollusca)

• Michael Rix (Arachnids)

• Shaun Winterton (Terrestrial Invertebrates)

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/editors

New editors are added as required

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/editors


All steps are on-line:

• Manuscript authored in portal

• Peer-review

• Editing

• Type-setting

• Publication

Wix platform

• Currently managed by Kevin Thiele & Tom May

• Project officer
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Good for short manuscripts

Not well suited for large numbers of taxa

• Cutting and pasting into text boxes is tedious

• Hard to edit
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Manuscripts must be directly relevant to the Australian region, including 
its marine and offshore territories
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• Ethical standards

• Conflicts of interest

• Peer review

• Scientific misconduct

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander biocultural knowledge and epithets

• Collecting permits

• Lodgement of type specimens

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/policies 

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/policies
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Impact factor:

• Not yet

• We must wait until Taxonomy Australia is incorporated

Google Scholar:

• We are working on making AJT publications visible to 
Google Scholar



104 papers
https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt-published 

1390 pages

255 new species (or infraspecies)

22 new genera
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https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt-published
https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt-published
https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt-published
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Register with Taxonomy Australia

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ 

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/
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Fields:

• Your new taxon’s name

• Figure citations

• Taxon unique identifier: 
• ZooBank registration number (for zoology) or identifier (mycology)

• Type statement

• Synonymy

• A diagnosis for your taxon

• Notes, etc.

• [MS notes]
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There is no automatic save function
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You can track the progress of your manuscripts in the portal



Your draft manuscripts can only be seen by the AJT Production Manager

Manuscripts can be removed from the portal – click x
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The manuscript can be viewed at any time

Do not distribute to anyone else!
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Share the ‘edit’ & ‘view’ URLs with your co-authors
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Once you’re ready – submit!

I receive an alert & assign it to an Associate Editor

They assign it to a Subject Editor
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Reviews are within the portal

Revisions

Acceptance

Publication!! 

You’ve described a new species!!

You are famous! You’ve hit the jackpot!
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• Free

• Open access

• Data can be imported into databases

• E.g. Australian National Species List (ausNSL)

• Relaxed formatting (e.g. references)

• Experienced (voluntary) editorial team
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https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/papers/jksskqgqt1 

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/home 

https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/papers/jksskqgqt1
https://www.taxonomyaustralia.org.au/ajt/home
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